Point in Time (PIT) Count
Thursday January 26, 2012


INSTRUCTIONS

1. PIT forms should be completed for all Emergency, Transitional and Permanent Supportive Housing programs (including Shelter + Care programs).  You must complete a separate form for each program (type of housing) if you have multiple programs.

2. All questions should be answered for participants in your program at 12:01AM on Thursday, January 26th, 2012.  

3. Definitions:  The “new” definition of homeless will be effective for the 2012 Point in Time count.  
Homeless Definition has four categories:
Category 1 –( Homeless) Literally Homeless:  An individual or family who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, meaning:   Use HMIS Data Standard for Housing Status – Homeless:  Literally Homeless
(i) An individual or family with a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings, including a car, park, abandoned building, bus or train station, airport, or camping ground;
(ii) An individual or family living in a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designated to provide temporary living arrangements (including congregate shelters, transitional housing, and hotels and motels paid for by charitable organizations or by federal, state, or local government programs for low-income individuals); or 
(iii) An individual who is exiting an institution (e.g., jail, hospital)
a.  where he or she resided for 90 days or less AND 
b. resided in an emergency shelter or place not meant for human habitation immediately before entering the institution
Category 2 – (Homeless) Within 14 days of losing home:  An individual or family who will imminently lose their primary nighttime residence, provided that:
(i) The primary nighttime residence will be lost within 14 days of the date of application for homeless assistance;
(ii) No subsequent residence has been identified; AND
(iii) The individual or family lacks the resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-based or other social networks needed to obtain other permanent housing
Category 3 –(Homeless) Youth/Children:  Unaccompanied youth under 25 years of age, or families with children and youth, who do not otherwise qualify as homeless under this definition, but who:
(iv) Meet the homeless definition under another federal statute;  AND
(v) Have not had a lease, ownership interest, or occupancy agreement in permanent housing at any time during the 60 days immediately preceding the date of application for homeless assistance; AND
(vi) Have experienced persistent instability as measured by two moves or more during the sixty day period immediately preceding the date of application for homeless assistance; AND
(vii) Can be expected to continue in such status for an extended period of time because of chronic disabilities, OR chronic physical health or mental health conditions, OR substance addiction, OR histories of domestic violence or childhood abuse (including neglect), OR the presence of a child or youth with a disability, OR two or more barriers to employment, which include the lack of a high school degree or General Education Development (GED), illiteracy, low English proficiency, a history of incarceration or detention for criminal activity, and a history of unstable employment
Category 4 – (Homeless) Fleeing Domestic Violence:  Any individual or family who:
· Is fleeing or attempting to flee, domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or other dangerous or life-threatening conditions that relate to violence against the individual or family member, including a child, that  has either taken place within the individual’s or family’s primary nighttime residence or has made the individual or family afraid to return to their primary nighttime residence;
· Has no other residence; AND
· Lacks the resources or support networks, e.g., family, friends, faith-based or other social networks, to obtain other permanent housing.

Chronically  Homeless:  An individual or family where at least one adult member (persons 18 or older) who has a disabling condition who has been continuously homeless for a year or more OR has had at least four episodes of homelessness in the past three years.  To be considered chronically homeless, persons must have been sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation and/or in an emergency shelter/safe haven during that time.  Disabling condition is a defined as a diagnosable substance abuse disorder, serious mental illness, developmental disability, or chronic physical illness or disability, including the co-occurrence of two or more of these conditions.  The definition excludes unaccompanied youth <18.   

4. Household Type Definitions: (colors correspond to the questions for that household type on the form)
a. Households With Children:  Number of persons in households with at least one adult (18 years+) and one child.  
b. Households With Only Children:  Numbers of persons in households where there is no person 18 years or older.  Examples would include unaccompanied youth under the age of 18, adolescent parents and their children, adolescent siblings or any other household configurations composed only of children.  
c. Households Without Children:  Number of persons in households without children (this would include a parent(s) with an adult child(ren) 18 years or older).   

5. Questions 3 – 9:  Numbers of actual program participants on Thursday January 26th at 12:01AM).  
(i) Questions #2-3:  Enter numbers for Households with Children 
(ii) Questions #4-5:  Enter numbers for Households With Only  Children
(iii) Questions #6-7:  Enter numbers for Households Without Children
(iv) Future housing need should be the type of housing where participants would most likely be successful in maintaining stable housing and moving toward self-sufficiency. 

6.  Sub Populations:
(i) Dually Diagnosed:  A dually diagnosed person with substance abuse and mental health issues should be counted as dually diagnosed, not in all three.  
(ii) Unaccompanied Youth (<18 yrs. of age):  For Households with only Children and Households with No Children this would be the number of persons who are less than 21 years old and entered your program by themselves.  


7. We will be running Point in Time reports in HMIS to verify these numbers on or about 2/3/2012, so be sure you have your January data entered into HMIS in a timely manner.  Hopefully, next year there will no longer be a need to complete a paper form – data can come directly from HMIS.

Please return completed forms to Connie Sanderson no later than Friday, February 3rd:
Email:  sanderson@wnyhomeless.org
Fax:  716-853-1750

